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Additional Curriculum Connections 

The Electric Baby is a richly woven story that can strongly connect with many academic subjects. 

 
English/Language Arts 
NJCCCS for English Language Arts: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific 
content. 
 

Activity: Have students use their nationality or ancestry to research a folk tale within that culture, 
discuss the morals of the tale and how it pertains to that culture. Compare and contrast the elements of 
the folktale you have researched with one of the stories in The Electric Baby. (Examples: “The Crow and 
its Fledglings,” “The Shepherd Boy,” “How the Moon Hangs in the Sky”) 
 
 
 

History 
NJCCCS for Social Studies: 6.2 World History/Global Studies 
 

Activity:  Natalia and Ambimbola are immigrants from Romania and Nigeria (Ambimbola, more 
specifically comes from the Yoruba people). They both retell how and why they travelled to America, 
which gives us some insight into their native country. Have students research each country and discuss 
the following elements: government, economy, traditions, customs, and political issues. How does this 
compare to the experience or reasons why immigrants come to the country today? 
 

Further Reading: 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yoruba_people#History 

 http://wikitravel.org/en/Romania  

 

  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/1/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yoruba_people#History
http://wikitravel.org/en/Romania
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Music  
NJCCCS for Visual and Performing Arts: 1.1 The Creative Process, 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture, 1.3 

Performance, 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies  

NJCCS for Technology: 8.1 Educational Technology 

Activity: Research the music from Romanian and West African culture. Have students create a podcast 

or videocast that talks about the types of music genres with each. If technological equipment is not 

available have students create a live show in the classroom and invite other students in to experience 

the music. At the end of the lesson have students journal about the comparisons and contrasts of the 

music to what they are currently learning. 

 
Science 
NJCCCS for Science:  5.1 Science Practices 

Activity A: Natalia and Ambimbola’s son is sick, and at the end of the play Helen reveals she goes back 

to nursing and is taking care of some babies who are sick. Choose an infant illness or disorder that has 

been most prevalent in today’s society and research the causes, effects, and what kind of medical 

interventions are appropriate.  

Activity 2: As a class, read Zadravec’s article in American Theatre Magazine. Have students research 

NEHI and what kind of medical interventions are appropriate. For alternate modifications, have students 

research lung transplants in infants. 

Article: http://www.trtc.org/documents/pdf/American-Theatre-Zadravec-Essay.pdf 

 

Math 
NJCCCS for Math: CCSS.Math.Content.HSS-MD.B.5a Use probability to evaluate outcomes of decisions 

Activity: In discussing statistics and probability, give students questions about Ambimbola’s chances of 

winning the lottery.  Example: If Ambimbola plays the Pick Six once a day for thirty days, and 500,000 

other people also play, what is the probability he’ll win the million dollar jackpot?   

 

 
  

http://www.trtc.org/documents/pdf/American-Theatre-Zadravec-Essay.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Content/HSS/MD/B/5/a
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Visual Arts 
NJCCCS for Visual and Performing Arts: 1.1 The Creative Process. 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique 

Methodologies.   

NJCCCS for Technology: 8.1 Educational Technology 

Activity A: Digital Imaging. The student will use the computer as a tool to alter and manipulate images 

reflecting characters and events from the play to create an individual surreal environment that reflects a 

theme from the play.  

Activity B: Identity Portrait. Students will create three preliminary drawings of two opposing characters 

from the play. The drawing will use elements of symbolism to identify the characters parallels and 

differences. 

Referenced: http://www.incredibleart.org/files/vivian_digital.html, 

http://thevirtualinstructor.com/lessonplans.html  

 

 

Dance 
NJCCCS for Visual and Performing Arts: 1.1 The Creative Process. 1.3 Performance   
 
Activity A: Rozie asks the hallucination of Dan to dance with her, Ambimbola and Natalia dance in the 

street when they are about to get married and Ambimbola tries to get people to ‘dance in the street’. 

Ask your students what figurative role dance is playing in the play.   

Activity B: Conduct a dance improv using the idea that ‘dancing’ under the moon is about living life to 

the fullest and being happy in the moment. 

Referenced: http://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/  
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