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Post-Show Questions and Activities 
Below are some questions and activities that can help your students understand and 

explore the themes presented in The Electric Baby. 

I. Discussion Questions  

 Questions about the Characters 

 What is the conflict of each character?  What causes their conflicts to collide? 

 Why does Ambimbola play the lottery?  How does it relate to the story he tells Rozie to bring to 

his son? 

 Why do you think Natalia tells her baby her stories and remedies? 

 What are the characters reactions to the electric baby?  Why do you think they react this way? 

 How do the characters’ experiences parallel? 

 

Questions about the Production 

 What do you notice about the set design and how the stage is set up during the show? 

 Does the staging (where characters are placed on stage, how they move, set transitions) help to 
tell the story? How?  

 What theater conventions (lighting, sound, movement, etc.) help the audience to distinguish 
dreams/hallucinations from reality? 

 What sounds did you experience during the show? How did the music make you feel? 

 What acting conventions are used to tell this story? Are they effective? Why or why not? 

 How does Natalia make you feel when she speaks directly to the audience?  

 What does the cake symbolize? How is it used onstage throughout the show? 
 

Suggestion: Before continuing to the following activities, which introduce suggested themes, teacher can have 

students identify the themes they think are apparent in the play, having them use evidence from the play to justify 

their reasoning. 

II. The Power of Storytelling - A 

NJCCCS for Visual and Performing Arts: 1.1 The Creative Process, 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture, 1.3 

Performance 

Pre-Activity Discussion Questions:  
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 What role did storytelling play in Electric Baby?   

 Which folktale or folk remedy got your attention most and why?  Be specific in your answers. 

Activity: Folktale Tableaux 

1. Divide your students into small groups, preferably not more than four.   

2. Pass out a copy of The Crow and its Ugly Fledglings (at end of document) to each group.  

3. Tell your students to read the excerpt in their small groups. 

4. Have students create a tableau (still image) of the morale of the folktale, it can be figurative or 

literal. 

5. Additional activity: After the first tableau, ask your students to relate the tale to a present day 

event, which could be in school, at home, in the media, etc.  Have them create another 

tableau that illustrates what they choose.  For example: Students may relate the acceptance 

theme of the folktale to peer acceptance or feeling safe within one’s family. 
 

 III. The Power of Storytelling - B 

NJCCCS for Visual and Performing Arts: 1.1 The Creative Process, 1.3 Performance, 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & 

Critique Methodologies 

NJCCCS for Language Arts: Comprehension and Collaboration in Language Arts: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1c, 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1d, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.4 

Pre-Activity Discussion Questions:  
 
In The Electric Baby, Natalia is a Romanian mother watching her baby, throughout the play she performs 
a ritual of wiping the bottom of her shoe with her own spit, rubbing it on her son’s forehead and 
repeating a phrase in Romanian that means “As the heel of my shoe is free of the evil eye, so let my 
baby be free of it.   

 Why do you think she did this to Helen?   

 What do you think this ritual means to Natalia? 
  
Activity:  Character Changes 

1. Divide students into small groups. 

2. Ask students to discuss in small groups which character they felt did had the most dramatic 

change and why.  The groups are to decide on one character to present in the next task. 

3. After small groups have chosen a character they will create two tableaux of the character.  

One symbolizing a feeling or mood the character portrayed at the beginning of the play and 

the second will be the feeling he or she possessed at the end of the play.  

4. After each small group shares their tableaux, you can press play, raising a hand over their 

head, to hear thoughts of each character within the image.  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/4/
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5. Reflection with whole class, how did our images reflect our perceptions of these characters?  

Whose images contrasted and why? 

 

IV. New Beginnings 

NJCCCS for Visual and Performing Arts: 1.1 The Creative Process.  

NJCCCS for Language Arts: Production and Distribution of Writing, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.4, CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.WHST.11-12.4 

Pre-Activity Discussion Questions:  All of the characters in Electric Baby have a tragic circumstance 

revealed throughout the play.  They each handle it differently but all of them come out with a new hope 

and a new beginning.   

 Name characters and discuss their tragic circumstance and how they cope with it. 

 Are all characters’ new beginnings happy? Are some new beginnings more positive than others? 

 Are some characters better off after the play than they were before the play? Why do you think 

so? 

Activity: Journal as a Character 

Have students choose a character from the play and have them write a journal entry as that character 

after the play ended.  You can also substitute a journal with a blog and have students respond in 

character to the blog.   

Example: Helen went back to work and is starting to step out of the paralyzed isolation she was in for years. What 

are her thoughts, her fears, and her hopes?  Does she sign the divorce papers? 

 

V. Set Design  

Use any of the images from stories told in the play to create a set design model for a play. Examples 

include:  

 The birds were fiddlers and the stars were torches. (From the Shepherd’s story) 

 A wedding where trees were the guests. (From the Shepherd’s story) 

 A sad, dark country filled with crying willow trees (From Natalia& Ambimbola’s story) 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/11-12/4/
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VI. Additional Topics to Explore 

Here are additional questions that may be worth discussing, if time permits: 

Suggestion: Write out these questions on sticky notes or index cards and put them face down at tables or in the 

middle of small groups.  Each small group will discuss the question.  Later have a whole group discussion, reflecting 

what each small group discussed or have students journal about their small group discussion. 

 What does the “How the Moon Hangs in the Sky” folktale symbolize in the play?  

 What kind of relationship do Dan and Rozie have? 

 Why do you think Rozie is an escort? 

 What happened to Helen and Reed’s daughter and what changes has it caused in their 

relationship? 

 During what point of the play is Reed honest with Helen. 

 What makes Dave want to stay and tell “James and the Giant Hamburger” to the electric baby? 

Here are some other suggested themes that also pertain to The Electric Baby to examine and explore: 

 Loss 

 Isolation 

 Accountability 

 A mother’s love 

 Personal identity 
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The Crow and Its Ugly Fledglings 

Of all the birds the crow is considered the ugliest, especially its young fledglings. The legend 
tells that sometime after God had created all the living beings, he called everyone to see them 
and their offspring. He wanted to see how the young birds and animals looked, and then to give 
them suitable gifts, and food for their little ones. 

They came one by one, and God looked at them, patted some and stroked others, and was very 
pleased with every one of them, for each one had something of beauty in it. And so he blessed 
them and gave them food by which to live. The last to come was the crow, bringing her little 
brood with her, very proud of them. 

When God cast his eyes upon the young crows, he spat in astonishment, and said, "Surely these 
are not my creatures. I could not have made such ugly things. Every one of my creatures has 
such beautiful young ones that they are a pleasure to look at, but yours are so ugly that it 
makes one sick to look at them. Where did you get this one?" 

"Where should I get them from?" replied the crow. "It is my very own young child," she added 
with pride. 

"You had better go back and bring me another one. This is much too ugly. I cannot look at it." 

Annoyed at the words of God, the crow went away and flew all over the earth to search for 
another young one that would be more beautiful than the one she had brought to God. But no 
other young bird appeared so beautiful in her eyes as her own. So she returned back to God 
and said, "I have been all over the world, and I have searched high and low, but young birds 
more beautiful and more dainty than mine I have not been able to find." 

Then God smilingly replied, "Quite right. Just so are all mothers. No other child is so beautiful in 
their eyes as their own." 

Then he blessed the little crows and sent them away into the world with his gifts. 
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